
Las Familias Solidarity  
 

September 1, 2021 Trip Summary 
 
Every month, our team drives to El Paso with two fully loaded SUV’s to supply the needs of 
Annunciation House, a 503c charity that has been welcoming refugees and asylum seeking families 
for over 38 years, with no governmental support.  
 
We first visited Casa Vides, an Annunciation House site, that is for asylum seekers that are released 
by US Customs and Border Patrol with their legal travel authorization, but are not able to travel within 
the usual 72-hour time frame. Their guests may be a minor who has just turned 18, but has no US 
sponsor to help.  Another guest may have a medical problem that needs recovery time, or a mother 
with a days old baby.  
The volunteer team works tirelessly to take care of the asylum seekers’ needs and find them a 
supportive US sponsor.  
The asylum seekers that were arriving that day from Customs and Border Patrol at the 3 
Annunciation House shelters came from Turkey, Azerbaijan, Afghanistan, Cuba, Ecuador, Venezuela, 
Brazil, Haiti, Guatemala, El Salvador, Honduras and Mexico!  
 
Next, we traveled to Casa del Refugiado, (CDR) a larger Annunciation House site that can 
accommodate up to 500 asylum seeker guests. Their numbers were lower due to the Supreme Court 
reinstating the “Remain in Mexico” MPP policy for asylum seekers awaiting their assigned court 
dates, and Title 42 which has closed the border because of COVID. Guests at Casa Del Refugiado 
were asylum seekers released by Customs and Border Patrol. Most are from 3 overflowing detention 
centers in Texas. They arrive with their government issued travel authorization and a government 
issued blue Tshirt, grey sweatpants and flip flops. Usually they have no other possessions!  
 
The volunteer staff at CDR tests all guests for COVID, sending anyone that tests positive to a 
separate quarantine center near Ft. Bliss. The volunteers at CDR provide food, showers, COVID 
vaccine, medical care, clothing and help to connect guests with their US sponsors, who provide their 
bus or plane tickets.  
 
Most children coming from the detention centers are sick due to “La Hiela” (Icebox) which is what the 
Asylum Seekers and their guards call the US Immigrant Detention Centers because of their frigid 
room temperature. The children often have coughs, colds, rashes, diarrhea and pink eye.  
 
We got a chance to meet Lillian, the new co-director of Casa del Refugiado. We asked her what she 
wanted people to know about Immigration in the United States.  
 
Lillian’s answer: 

- “I want people to know who is coming to the United States as asylum seekers and 
refugees. We see young families fleeing violence & death threats, or parents so poor that they 
have no way to feed their children. Most of the migrants would prefer to stay in the country that 
they love, but are forced to leave. They have no choice.” 
- “I want people to make an effort to speak to immigrants in their communities and see for 
yourself what good, hardworking people they are.” 
- “I want people to get their information on immigration from good, reputable sites 
because so many stories are manipulated by politicians. Some suggested reputable websites 
are: 

o The United Nations Refugee Agency  

https://www.unhcr.org/refugeebrief/the-refugee-brief-27-august-2021/ 

https://www.unhcr.org/refugeebrief/the-refugee-brief-27-august-2021/


o The Latin American Working Group https://www.lawg.org/migration-news-brief-8-20-21 

o The Interfaith Immigration Coalition.  
https://www.interfaithimmigration.org/issues/immigration-justice/ 
 

Our next trip will be October 20th.   The items requested for this trip are: 
Drawstring backpacks, Adult backpacks, Trash bags 10 gallon, 13 gallon, 33 gallon, Powdered 
Laundry detergent, zip lock bags gallon and quart sizes, deodorant, new women and men’s 

sweatpants sizes small & medium, large size shampoo, paper plates, napkins, bowls, and cups & 

plastic silverware. 

If you would like to help, there are 3 ways to donate: 

❖ Send a check to the team for us to shop for needed items. Make the check out to  
Liz Hanna, 2 San Juan Trail, Corrales, NM 87048 
 

❖ If you like to shop, go for it! Deliver or ship the requested items to Sharon Palma,  
2 Isleta Trail, Corrales, NM 87048. Please text Sharon with your contact information at 505-249-
5046 before dropping anything off.  
 

❖ Send a check made out to Annunciation House, a 501c3, to Liz Hanna, 2 San Juan Tr., 
Corrales, NM 87048 

Please note:  
- To conserve resources, please send your email to Liz_Hanna@hotmail.com. So we 

can email you future reports. We promise to keep your email confidential! 
 
 
With hope and deep gratitude for your support, 

Liz & Mike Hanna, Sharon Palma, & Sue Hoadley  

The Las Familias Solidarity Team 

 

(Left) Sue Hoadley & Sharon Palma packing their car with donations 

(Right) Mike & Liz Hanna packing a second car with donation for our El Paso trip. 
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